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Life at Bacchus Marsh

Gliding above Bacchus
Marsh and relaxing in
Blackwood enchants
Rebecca Tolan

ECENTLY | loaf my heart io

Blackwood and alowoesi my

breakinsl in Bacchus Marsh

Nol what | had expected [foma

couple of davs exploring Mel
boume's iringes

Brut you don't heve 1o travel far o
have your world turned upside dovwn,
which literally happened to me above
a Baccings Marsh airfield.

It is hiomae to three glicder elube. All
offer jow fights and all are eager o
atiract new (hers.

Simee waiching Plerce Brosnan
@iving Rene Husso the ride of her lide
in The Thomas Crown Affoir, Tve
thought. that's for me - Bancy soaring
Ihe m bird, defying grovity bna beauti-
ful. sleek phece of engiincering. O, 1
widil be gliding above the aitumn
redls of upsiate New York - the rich
recl sofl of The Marsh will have (o do

My pdlat, Jefll s nod as prethy as
Plerce, bal he's kovely, a doclor and a
master ol asrobabics. Mother would
PpTe.

Gliding ks a team lz::-l You need
oye pilot to fiy the | . nnaother o
(i the g (@ lght plane), or fusing a
winch o pull the glider into flight, a
wimch mun and a tow man 1o aftach
the line 1o the glider, There's cama-
raderie on the memwary and waiting lor

Liktle treasure: The interior @nd exteror of Let's Talk Retreat in Blackwood,

i fght 1= om edueation in Dyl ther-
msals and geography

Eventually, our mumbser's up ancd
a Hght plane fows us the grass
al a gentle pace and the iakes
off with ease, Wie circle untll we reach
30007, when the lew is released and
we're fying salo. There's barely a
thermal 1o be (el

The norrow cockpil seals fwo -
one behind the other and has dual
controls for training, Jefl insists|
ke ower the povstick, bul, for e e
ol me, | can’t keep the wings hortzon-
tal 1drift to the fghi, oversieer (o the

lefl amd then “stall. that s, Iy so
slowly as o akmosi sbop

Buit insiend of dropping (rom the
sky tall first ms most planes would,
the glider's nose simply dips and we
begin (o aceeberute agun

Jedl says it's lime for some pern-
batics. He points us towards Earih
and the s muttle under the pres-
aumu{nﬁ-qm descent,

“Gotia pick up some speed Tor the

mﬁl explnins.
Mother of God, 1 think grip-
ping my seal. The speedomeier's

Iand quivers clockwise bl il can go

i [urther, Jell still resches for more

speed and | wonder how much more
the wings (and I} can inke. Then
he pulls back on the joystick and
we're going up, up, up, then upside
down and over In a wide, gul-
wrenching arc.

“How many G was thar?™ | ask
Isecaese Ul was nboul my limit and
['wani to know what thal s,

“Chh, about three Now weTl do a
wingover.” And Jefl tips the glider on
its left wing and we plrouctte over it
That really does sel oy world spin-
ming. My sy=tem loods with so much

nefrenalin thnt moy food sars shaking
imvobuntarily.

The rest of the fight &= o double
comedowts as my hear mie sbows
while Jefl circles fo make a perfect
lsnding

Blackwood, a 30-minute drive
from the airfield. is the perfect amti-
dote to such & nish. The township,
surrenanded by hills, sita at the heart
of the Waombai Hate Forest,

The main sirect consists of o pub,
gemeerid store, cabe nnd o bandial af
houses. Ii's nol so much sleepy as
cilatonic. The onby signs of Ble on




this wet and windy aftermoon are
neofey cockies fapping amd squiak-
Ing acroas the valley.

Bast tleere's plenty golng on in e
general siore, o deli-cum-cale-cum-
antiqpee shop, It's lunchitime and the
view af the walley [rom the dinkng
reom is instantly calming. There's
nididng 1o see but trees - acres and
acres af them,

This place i a Iiitle ireasure. The
food is lomemade and hearty and
rowsing the antiques, | ind o Guoocl
walch [or S40. What a steall Ancd
[azcists iake nole: [or sale s an
lHakinn World War Il leather cap from
o tank battalion. Be quick - it's in the
comer to the right,

The antigues are spaereed by a pair
of passjonate colleciors called Mike
and Margaret. who cem the Let's Talk
Retreal aeross the road, They boughi
the weatherboard, a former bank
built b 1881, a f=w Vears ago and
have been busy fumishing it with
some [ine reatored pleces. Amdling
that doesn't make the grade ends up
at the genernd siore.

The phesh retreat sleeps 12, bud
feels cosy, Ouests nre weloome to mid
the frikge, but are asked to replace
wine and leave any goodies that the
rext @Euest moy apprectate.

There are three aspecis that dis-
timguish Let's Talk Retreal: the scualkp-
furre ganden, which displays bocnl ari.
tha= Fd!rl-udm.l.ull:mmn i shed with
their plemseer sirectscape fneade and.
miosi importanthy, the view from the
flrst foor Bving room. i is nothing
leaa (lsan hypoatic

Flying high: A aervous Bebecon
Tolan (below) jains pilot [eff 1o
take in some speclacular SLemery
and parform a few guil-churning
nerebatics.
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